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The Spiritual Side
St. Christopher’s volunteers puts faith into action
By: CHARLOTTE MILLER

cmiller@islandernews.com

Chapman Partnership for the Homeless
serves three hot meals a day, 365 days a year,
totaling 800,000 meals annually.
St. Christopher’s by-the-Sea Faith at Work
initiative steps in the first Friday of every
month, when volunteers travel downtown to
cook and serve nearly 500 dinners to Miami’s
homeless men, women and children.
When a person becomes homeless, it affects every aspect of their lives, explained
Deacon Miguel Baguer. The impact goes far
beyond their health and esteem, to their ability to provide for their family and their future.
St. Christopher’s has been Chapman’s
committed partner in helping lift the fallen
out of despair.
Faith at Work at St. Christopher’s allots 10
percent of its budget to helping those in need.
Church members pledge money, and, according to Deacon Miguel, “It doesn’t matter if
you pledge $1 or $10,000, you have a voice.”
Those voices agree the money be given to
those in need, especially at shelters such as
Chapman, and international organizations
such as Food for the Poor.
Pat and Robert Molinari and Terry and
Lynne Nelson – the cooking crew – arrive
around 2 p.m. to start food preparation. Dinner begins at 5:30. It’s the same meal every
month: baked ham, macaroni and cheese,
fresh rolls, salad, homemade cake and a beverage. Word travels fast as many say St.
Christopher’s makes the best mac and cheese.

Portions are generous and no man, woman or
child leaves the Chapman dining room hungry. Once a month, St. Christopher’s gets a
bill from the food purveyor, which averages
out to a little more than a dollar per person.
“Chapman Partnership is grateful to us
and others that help provide meals,” said
Deacon Miguel.

Chapman Partnership operates two
Homeless Assistance Centers with 800 beds
located in Miami and Homestead. Chapman
helps the homeless by providing a comprehensive support program that includes
emergency housing, meals, health, dental
and psychiatric care, day care, job training,
job placement and assistance with securing

stable housing.
Since 1995, Chapman Partnership has
had more than 96,000 admissions, including 19,000 children, and a 65 percent success rate in moving the homeless to
self-sufficiency. It is also recognized nationally as a model for providing care in
Miami-Dade.
St. Christopher’s-bythe-Sea Faith at Work
initiative picks up the
tab for dinner at Chapman once a month.
Volunteers cook and
serve dinner for nearly
500 homeless on the
first Friday of every
month. From left are
Deacon Miguel Baguer,
Pat Molinari, Lynne
Nelson, Terry Nelson
and Robert Molinari.

Terry Nelson is wellknown at the shelter
for making the “best
ever” macaroni and
cheese.
Deacon Miguel Baguer breaks bread before Friday’s dinner at Chapman Partnership for the Homeless, Miami.
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